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Unabridged CDs ? 9 CDs, 10 hoursTheNew York Times?bestselling authors return with their
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Okay, I really need to stop regarding any further offerings from these co-authors as primarily Dick

Francis novels. I haven't felt that vintage Francis touch since 1996's TO THE HILT, although

UNDER ORDERS, his 2006 thriller and the first written since the passing of his dear wife Mary, did

hearken to much of what made him such an engrossing read. But I'm guessing that it's actually his

son and co-author Felix who's now doing the heavy lifting. And it's just not the same.Bookies,

apparently, rank so low in the vocational totem pole and are so universally despised that probably

even lawyers poke fun at them. 37-year-old Ned Talbot is an independent bookmaker eking out a

living in the sport of kings. In the vein of Francis's prototypical protagonists, Ned is unassuming, is

self-restrained, is a bit remote. He's a decent bloke even if he's a bookie. And, as per norm to

Francis's leading men, it takes sinister external forces to draw him out of his reserved shell.The plot

rapidly thickens. In the opening pages Ned Talbot's father, long believed to be deceased, shows up

at the Royal Ascot races to confound Ned. Three hours later, a mugging and a stabbing later, Ned

Talbot's father dies again, this time in real. For Ned, this is only the start of shady shenanigans. With

his dying breath, his father had warned him: "Be very careful... of everyone." As he delves into the

mystery of his father, Ned finds himself steeped in trouble, bewildered by enigmatic electronic

devices he unearths and by an inexplicable rash of Internet and cell phone breakdowns at the



races. Throw in, too, a rucksack full of money, and frightening characters who begin to shadow

Ned.It can't help but seep into his family life, and Ned's family life is more devastating than others'.
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